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UN SECRETARY-GENERAL APPOINTS HIGH-LEVEL PANEL  
ON POST-2015 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA 

 
 

Civil society, Private sector and Government leaders named to 26-member advisory Panel 
 
United Nations, New York, 31 July 2012 – United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today 
announced the members of a High-level Panel to advise on the global development agenda 
beyond 2015, the target date for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  
 
The Secretary-General has appointed three co-chairs: President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of 
Indonesia; President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia; and Prime Minister David Cameron of the 
United Kingdom. The full list of Panel members is available below.  
 
“I have asked my High-level Panel to prepare a bold yet practical development vision to present 
to Member States next year,” said the UN chief. “I look forward to the Panel’s recommendations 
on a global post-2015 agenda with shared responsibilities for all countries and with the fight 
against poverty and sustainable development at its core.”  
 
The Panel will hold its first meeting at the end of September in the margins of the annual high-
level debate of the UN General Assembly.  It is expected to submit a report to the Secretary-
General in the first half of 2013.  
 
The Panel is part of the Secretary-General’s post-2015 initiative mandated by the 2010 MDG 
Summit. Member States have called for open, inclusive consultations involving civil society, the 
private sector, academia and research institutions from all regions, in addition to the UN system, 
to advance the development agenda beyond 2015.  
 
The work of the Panel will reflect new development challenges while also drawing on experience 
gained in implementing the MDGs, both in terms of results achieved and areas for improvement.  
 
The Panel’s work will be closely coordinated with that of the intergovernmental working group 
tasked to design Sustainable Development Goals, as agreed at the Rio +20 conference. The 
reports of both groups will be submitted to Member States for their further deliberations. 
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The Secretary-General’s High-level Panel of Eminent Persons 

on the Post 2015 Development Agenda 
 
 
H.E. Mr. Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, President of Indonesia 
Co-Chair 
 
H.E. Ms. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, President of Liberia 
Co-Chair  
 
H.E. Mr. David Cameron, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 
Co-Chair 
 
Fulbert Gero Amoussouga (Benin) 
Mr. Gero Amoussouga heads the Economic Analysis Unit of the President of the Republic of 
Benin, current chair of the African Union. He is also the Director of the Graduate School of the 
Faculty of Economics and Management at the University of Abomey, where he specialises in 
research on African economic development.  
 
Vanessa Petrelli Corrêa (Brazil) 
Ms. Petrelli Corrêa is President of Brazil’s Institute for Applied Economic Research, a public 
federal foundation linked to the Secretariat for Strategic Studies of the Presidency of Brazil. The 
Institute conducts research to support the design and implementation of governmental policies 
and development programs in Brazil, and is responsible for technical coordination of Brazil’s 
follow-up process for the MDGs. 
 
Yingfan Wang (China) 
Mr. Yingfan is a current member of the Secretary-General’s MDG Advocacy Group, a group of 
eminent personalities who have shown outstanding leadership in promoting the implementation 
of the MDGs. He is a career diplomat. In 1995, he served as Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs 
until the year 2000, when he became the Permanent Representative of China to the UN in New 
York. From 2003 to 2008, he served as Vice-Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
Chinese National People's Congress. 
 
Maria Angela Holguin (Colombia) 
Ms. Holguín is the current Foreign Minister of Colombia. Her career spans two decades of 
activity in the private and public sectors, including senior positions in the Office of the President 
of the Republic, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Office of the Inspector General of the 
Nation. She previously served as Permanent Representative of Colombia to the United Nations. 
 
Gisela Alonso (Cuba) 
Ms. Alonso is the current President of the Cuban Agency of Environment. Ms. Alonso has been 
an active advocate for the sustainable development of Small Island Developing States. 
 
Jean-Michel Severino (France) 
Mr. Severino was the Director General of the French Development Agency. He worked for the 
French Ministry of Finance and Economy in several capacities, including adviser of the Minister 
for Development, leader of the Development Ministry’s geographical coordination, and Director 
of the Ministry’s Development Programs. In the period 1996 – 2000 he was at the World Bank, 
first as Director for Central Europe, and then Vice-President for Asia. 
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Horst Kohler (Germany) 
Mr. Kohler is a former President of the Federal Republic of Germany (2004-2010). He previously 
served as Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund, and President of the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development.  
 
Naoto Kan (Japan) 
Mr. Kan is a former Prime Minister of Japan, Minister of Health and Welfare, and Chairman of 
Japan’s Foreign Affairs Committee. He is currently an advisor on renewable energy for Japan’s 
Technical Committee on Renewable Energy. As Prime Minister, Mr. Kan lead Japan’s 
emergency response to the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake, tsunami and Fukushima Daiichi 
nuclear accident. 
 
H.M. Queen Rania of Jordan (Jordan) 
Queen Rania Al Abdullah is the wife of H.M. King Abdullah of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan. An advocate and a humanitarian, Queen Rania serves as an Eminent Advocate for 
UNICEF and Honorary Chairperson for the United Nations Girls' Education Initiative (UNGEI). 
The Jordan River Foundation (JRF) is Queen Rania’s NGO that focuses on the disadvantaged in 
Jordan. 
 
Betty Maina (Kenya) 
Ms. Maina is the Chief Executive of Kenya’s Association of Manufacturers, one of the country’s 
leading business associations with some 700 members. Ms. Maina was previously at the Institute 
of Economic Affairs, the Center for International Private Enterprise, and the Kenya Leadership 
Institute, among others. She served on Denmark’s Africa Commission and currently sits on 
various boards in the public sector. 
 
Abhijit Banerjee (India) 
Mr. Banerjee is currently the Ford Foundation International Professor of Economics at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. In 2003, he co-founded the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty 
Action Lab. Mr. Banerjee is a past president of the Bureau for the Research in the Economic 
Analysis of Development. His areas of research are development economics and economic 
theory.  
 
Andris Piebalgs (Latvia) 
Mr. Piebalgs is the current Commissioner for Development for the European Commission. He 
was previously European Commissioner for Energy (2004-2009), Deputy Secretary of State, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Latvia (2003-2004), Minister of Finance of Latvia (1994-1995) 
and Minister of Education of Latvia (1990-1993).  
 
Patricia Espinosa (Mexico) 
Ms. Espinosa is the current Secretary of Foreign Affairs for Mexico. From June 2001 to 2006, she 
served as Ambassador to Austria, Slovenia, Slovakia, and Germany, and as Permanent 
Representative to the International Organizations in Vienna. Previously, she was Director General 
of Regional Organizations of the Americas at the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs.  
 
Paul Polman (Netherlands) 
Mr. Polman is the Chief Executive Officer of Unilever. Prior to joining Unilever, Mr. Polman 
was Chief Financial Officer of Nestlé S.A.. He serves as President of the Kilimanjaro Blind trust 
and Chairman of Perkins International Advisory Board. He is also a member of the International 
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Business Council of the World Economic Forum, the Swiss American Chamber of Commerce, 
and the World Business Council for Sustainable Development.  
 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala (Nigeria) 
Ms. Okonjo-Iweala is the Minister of Finance for the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Prior to this 
appointment, she was the Managing Director of World Bank and Foreign Minister of Nigeria. 
Prior to her ministerial career, Ms. Okonjo-Iweala was Vice-President and Corporate Secretary of 
the World Bank Group.   
 
Elvira Nabiullina (Russian Federation) 
Ms. Nabiullina is currently the Economic Adviser to Russian President, Vladimir Putin. She is a 
former Minister of Economic Development and Trade and Deputy Minister of Economy. 
 
Graça Machel (South Africa) 
Ms. Machel is a current member of The Elders, an independent group of global leaders who work 
together for peace and human rights which she co-founded with her husband, former President 
Nelson Mandela of South Africa. She is also a UN independent expert on the impact of armed 
conflict on children, international advocate for women’s and children's rights, former freedom 
fighter and Education and Culture Minister of Mozambique.  
 
Sung-Hwan Kim (Republic of Korea) 
Mr. Kim is the current Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade for the Republic of Korea. He has 
held a number of ministerial posts including and senior diplomatic posts representing the 
Republic of Korea to international organizations, the United States of America, the Russian 
Federation, Uzbekistan and India. 
 
Gunilla Carlsson (Sweden) 
Ms. Carlsson is the current Minister for International Development Cooperation of Sweden. She 
has held a number of senior posts in the Swedish Government in the areas of foreign affairs, EU 
affairs and education and is a former member of the European Parliament.  
 
Emilia Pires (Timor-Leste) 
Ms. Pires is the Minister of Finance of Timor-Leste. Ms. Pires has a background in development, 
and senior experience in planning, public finance management, development and aid policies.  
 
Kadir Topbaş (Turkey) 
Mr. Topbaş is the current Mayor of Istanbul and President of United Cities and Local 
Governments, and an expert in urban rehabilitation, social transformation and the management of 
the urban challenges faced by fast-growing cities. 
 
John Podesta (United States of America) 
Mr. Podesta is Chair of the Center for American Progress. He previously served as Co-Chair of 
the Obama-Biden Transition and as White House Chief of Staff to President William J. Clinton. 
He served in the president's cabinet and as a principal on the National Security Council. 
 
Tawakel Karman (Yemen) 
Ms. Karman is a young Yemini journalist, human rights activist and politician who was awarded 
the 2011 Nobel Prize for her role in promoting the “non-violent struggle for the safety of women 
and for women’s rights to full participation in peace-building work" during the 2011 Yemeni 
uprising.  
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Amina J. Mohammed (ex officio) 
Ms. Mohammed is the Special Advisor of the Secretary-General on Post-2015 Development 
Planning. 
 

Terms of Reference for the 
High-level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda 

 
 
1. The High-level Panel of Eminent Persons will be convened by the UN Secretary-General to 
advise him on a bold and at the same time practical development agenda beyond 2015. 
 
2. The High-level Panel will consist of 26 Eminent Persons, including representatives of 
governments, the private sector, academia, civil society and youth, with the appropriate 
geographical and gender balance. Panelists are members in their personal capacity.  
 
3. The panel should conduct its work on the basis of a rigorous analysis of credible shared 
evidence. The panel should engage and consult widely with relevant constituencies at national, 
regional and global levels.  
 
4. The Special Advisor of the Secretary-General for Post-2015 will be an ex-officio member of 
the HLP and serve as link to the UN system.  
  
5. The output of the Panel will be a report to the Secretary-General which will include: 
 
a) Recommendations regarding the vision and shape of a Post-2015 development agenda that will 
help respond to the global challenges of the 21st century, building on the MDGs and with a view 
to ending poverty. 
 
b) Key principles for reshaping the global partnership for development and strengthened 
accountability mechanisms; 
 
c) Recommendations on how to build and sustain broad political consensus on an ambitious yet 
achievable Post-2015 development agenda around the three dimensions of economic growth, 
social equality and environmental sustainability; taking into account the particular challenges of 
countries in conflict and post-conflict situations. 
 
6. To this end, it would be essential for the work of the HLP and of the intergovernmental 
Working Group on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to inform each other in order to 
ensure both processes are mutually reinforcing. The HLP should advise the Secretary-General on 
how the SDGs relate to the broader Post-2015 development agenda.   
 
7. To prepare the report, the Panel will take into consideration: 
 
a) The Millennium Declaration, The Outcome Document of Rio+20; 
 
b) The findings of the Report of the Secretary-General’s UN Task Team for the preparation of the 
Post-2015 UN Development Agenda; as well as lessons learned and best practices from the 
MDGs. 
 
c) The findings of the various national and thematic consultations at regional and national levels 
which are coordinated by the UNDG  as part of the preparations for the Post-2015 Development 
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Agenda; 
 
d) The need to build momentum for a constructive dialogue on the parameters of the Post-2015  
Development Agenda, and propose innovative ways for governments, parliaments, civil society 
organizations, the business sector, academia, local communities to engage continuously in such a 
dialogue; 
 
e) The ongoing work of the UN Task Team, the Special Advisor to the SG on Post-2015, the 
report of the Global Sustainability Panel of the  
Secretary-General and the findings of the Global Sustainable Development Network Initiative; as 
well as  
 
f) Any other relevant inputs it may deem appropriate.  
 
8. The HLP will be supported by a dedicated and independent secretariat headed by a senior 
official (Lead Author of the HLP report). The secretariat will also be able to draw from the wealth 
of knowledge and expertise made available to it by the UN system.  
 
9. The Deputy Secretary-General will oversee, on behalf of the Secretary-General, the Post-2015 
process.    
 
10. The Panel will present its report to the Secretary-General in the second quarter of 2013. The 
report will serve as a key input to the Secretary-General's report to the special event to follow up 
on efforts made towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals and to discuss the 
possible contours of the Post-2015 Development Agenda to be organized by the President of the 
sixty-eighth session of the General Assembly in September 2013. 
 
             *** 
 

For more information on the post-2015 process visit: 
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/beyond2015.shtml 


