
 

 

 

‘Towards the Localization of the SDGs’ is the second report of Local and Regional 
Governments to the High-Level Political Forum on their contribution to the achievement of 
the SDGs. It provides evidence from over 150 case-studies and key inputs from the 
members of the Global Taskforce of Local and regional Governments to support an 
inclusive and localized approach to the SDGs and the “Transformation towards sustainable 
and resilient societies”. 

Following UN guidelines, the report complements the Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) 
submitted by 103 countries to the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) in 2016, 2017 and 
2018. The report analyses LRGs’ ownership and involvement in the SDG process, also 
through first-hand information from LRGs in 61 different countries. Its findings suggest 
that less than half of VNR consultations and only a third of follow-up mechanisms involve 
sub-national governments.  

The report also emphasizes having the ‘Right to the City’ at the heart of local initiatives as a 
way to support the pledge to ‘leave no one behind’, as well as collaborative partnerships 
and participatory approaches at the local level. Multi-level governance frameworks, as 
stressed in the report, are needed to scale-up innovative local solutions and adapt national 
strategies to specific local conditions. 

While not limited to it, active engagement of LRGs is particularly relevant to SDG 11. 
Analysis by partner institutions such as IIED, ISWA, and UITP; UN agencies (UNISDR); and 
expert groups demonstrates that the urban goal focuses not just on cities, but rather on a 
novel place-based approach. 

Lastly, the report sums up where LRGs stand in terms of means of implementation, 
institutional reforms and localizing financing. It argues that rethinking the financial 
architecture available to LRGs is crucial in order to achieve the SDGs. Most LRGs that 
contributed to this report have stressed the need for enhanced intergovernmental 
cooperation, financial support and fiscal decentralization to function in a more effective 
way and act with actual, inclusive development in sight. Finally, 
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the report stresses the 
importance of sharing and learning through decentralized cooperation in order to support the
localization process. 


